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Green Teacher
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Worms, Wings and Wonder
Elementary school teachers who are
interested but uncertaimn how 1o green
therr school grounds and move their
classrooms out of dooes should start
with Kelly Johnson's Wingrs, Worms,
and Wonder. Sublitled A Guide for
Creatively integrating Gardening and
Outdoor Learning into Children’s
Lives, Johnson's book 15 informed by
the exemplary Nature Study move-
ment of the early 1900s. Another
strength 1s that her pedagogacal ap-
proach and her 1deas for students’
experiential learning are well-ground-
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ed 1n education
o literature. Each
topic 18 thor-
ocughly researched
and she presents
36 lesson plans
= that are creative,
» interdisciplinary,
learmer-centred,
and well-illustrated. These lessons
include nature journaling, compost-
ing, studying insect mouths and bird
beaks, comparing different boneys,
reestablishing May 4th as Bird Day,

creating a2 woemery, weaving with
natural obpects, and preparing & flower
salad with & dressang of hoaey “dew’.
For cach lesson, she provides & mater:-
als list, preparation steps, procedures,
and extenson activitaes. Johnson's
goal 15 obvious: 10 nurture wonder
and ecological literacy 1n children and
adults alike.—/BM)
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